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Abstract

Desmond Doss was a medic combatant who fought without pointing a gun at the
enemies in World War II. This heroic story of Desmond Doss inspired Booton
Herndon to write a novel entitled The Redemption at Hacksaw Ridge. This research
discussed the traumatic memory of Desmond Doss and analyzed Herndon’s narrative
reconstruction of Desmond’s traumatic memory in his novel. This research uses the
postmemory theory by Hirsch through Freytag’s pyramid approach. The qualitative
method and literary memory methodology allow the data to be presented in the form
of descriptions and texts. Data were acquired from the documentary interview and the
paragraphs that existed on every page of the novel. This research revealed that
Desmond Doss experienced seven traumatic memories. To make it entertaining to
read, Herndon caught Desmond’s traumatic memory and reconstructed the narratives
into his novel. To fulfill Herndon's and the reader’s satisfaction, he exaggerated and
lessened some of the actual events. The purpose of narrative reconstruction in this
novel was to modify what the author could not do in the past and fix them in the novel
through his imaginative investment, along with highlighted the heroic story of
Desmond Doss.

Key words: Desmond Doss, narrative reconstruction, postmemory
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