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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the background, problems, objectives, the significance and 

the limitation of study. 

1.1 Background 

 

Gender is an organizing principle of social order that divides people into two 

main categories: "men" and "women". They are expected to be different and treated 

differently and often unequally, with men usually being more privileged. The social 

constructionist perspective explains variations in gender differences across cultures 

and historically through social processes. Gender behaviors and practices, according 

to social constructionists, arise from group norms and expectations, institutionalized 

patterns of social interaction, organizational policies, and legal and bureaucratic rules 

and regulations (Lorber, 2018). 

Gender is a social construct through which individuals relate to their social 

environment. Gender creates a divide which mostly is dictated by one‟s sexuality and 

in effect, one‟s inheritance of the genitalia. In effect, these directly or indirectly create 

social roles and behavioral patterns which are assessed and accepted in society based 

on one‟s gender orientation. Thus every society has defined gender roles and social 

conducts expected of the two traditional genders that make up the society. However, 

with the emergence of the feminist movement which is geared towards of the society, 

masculinity has since been subjected to a crisis of model and form (Ebekue, 2019). 

The social construction of gender dictates the masculine and feminine roles 

deemed appropriate within a society. Society has traditionally socially constructed 
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women to be mothers and the primary parent, leaving fathers much too often on the 

sidelines of parenthood. For example, if a parent is a man, they have fewer rights than 

a parent who is a woman (Amato, 2018). 

Individual definitely is the basic component of society. The interaction of an 

individual to each other creates a group. Moreover, the social groups interact to others 

and develop their relationships that come into a society. According to Hodkinson 

(2017), society has a large meaning that refers to the whole social world where 

people, as a relatively big group of community, institutions live, exist and move. It 

basically involves social relations that include the detail of daily interactions, 

communication and the operation of broader social groupings and social 

differentiation, such as gender, class, ethnicity and age (Pardede & Neisya, 2022). 

Feminism as a social movement has the main goal of gender equality. Gender is 

an important analytical tool to see the position in the social structure of society. 

Talking about gender is incomplete if it does not talk about the stereotypes that 

follow it. Stereotypes are known as marking or labeling a person or a group based 

only on the perception of a particular group. Stereotypes are always detrimental and 

cause discrimination (Neisya & Aprilia, 2020). 

The traditional roles of men and women are defined to ensure the power of the 

head of family. Historically, the head of family has always been male. In society, men 

tend to be the head of family with the highest status; they are strong, brave, and 

dominating. Leadership, heterosexuality, and authority are demanded from men, 

according to Hodges and Budig In (Yenti & Neisya, 2020). 
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Reilateid to thei topic of Asian maleis, thei mein arei oftein consideireid a good catch 

beicauisei thei steireiotypeis theirei assuimei that Asians arei weill-eiduicateid, hardworking, 

stablei, and propeirty or buisineiss owneirs. Mascuilinitieis in social construictions reifeir to 

thei social roleis, beihaviors, and meianings preiscribeid for mein in any givein socieity at 

any onei timei. Thei abovei steireiotypeis arei similar to thei oneis abouit Asians in thei 

Uiniteid Stateis (Chang, 2019). 

Conseiquieintly, thei reipreiseintation of mascuilinity shouild bei seiein as having a 

douiblei natuirei: on thei onei hand, theiy reiveial a form of mascuilinity that alreiady eixist. 

In cuiltuirei, buit on thei otheir hand, thei construiction of mascuilinity that theiy deipict in 

cuiltuirei. Conveirseily, a reipreiseintation might deiscribei a critiquiei. In both caseis, 

howeiveir, thei modeil of mascuilinity eixists in a back-and-forth reilationship with cuiltuirei 

(Reieiseir, 2020). 

Thuis, social construictionism heilps vieiw mascuilinity as a social proceiss that 

changeis deipeinding on a man's inteiractions and cuiltuiral einvironmeint. Social 

construictionists look past biological diffeireinceis and reiproduictivei anatomy, and 

insteiad consideir how mein arei social beiings that uisei symbols and practiceis to 

eistablish theimseilveis as grouip meimbeirs (Hageirdorn, 2019). 

Onei of thei noveils that captuireid this cuiltuiral pheinomeinon is Inteirior Chinatown. 

In this noveil havei pheinomeina of mascuilinity or social construiction reilateid to thei 

topic of this reiseiarch. Thei noveil Inteirior Chinatown deilveis into thei eixpeirieinceis and 

struiggleis of Asian Ameiricans, particuilarly focuising on issuieis of cuiltuiral ideintity and 

assimilation. Reiseiarching this noveil allows for an in-deipth analysis of the i 

compleixitieis and nu ianceis of thei Asian Ameirican eixpeirieincei, incluiding topics suich as 
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racial steireiotypeis, cuiltuiral eixpeictations, and thei seiarch for beilonging. By stuidying 

thei noveil, youi can eixplorei how Yui's portrayal of characteirs and theiir inteiractions 

sheids light on thei challeingeis faceid by Asian Ameiricans in navigating theiir cuiltuiral 

heiritagei within a preidominantly whitei socieity (Tan, 2020). 

Many liteirary works raisei thei issuiei of mascuilinity eispeicially on malei social 

construiction. Thei data of this reiseiarch will bei classifieid baseid on Buirr's (2018) 

theiory that thei liteiratuirei suirrouinding mascuilinity as a social construiction will 

consideir how racei, meidia, and pornography shapei mein peirform mascuilinity by uising 

social construictionist theiory to analyzei mascuilinity and eixaminei how mein construict 

manhood. Thei liteiratuirei suirrouinding mascuilinity as a social construiction eixploreis the i 

ways in which socieital norms, eixpeictations, and beilieifs shapei thei conceipt of 

mascuilinity. It reicognizeis that mascuilinity is not an inheireint or fixeid trait bu it ratheir a 

social construict that varieis across cuiltuireis and historical peiriods, which analyseis the i 

social construiction eixpeirieinceid by thei main characteir in thei noveil, Willis Wui. 

Thei topic of mascuilinity or malei social construictions is acadeimically 

inteireisting beicauisei it allows for an eixploration of how geindeir norms arei formeid, how 

theiy impact individuials weill-beiing, how theiy inteirseict with otheir social cateigorieis, 

and how theiy can bei reideifineid to promotei eiquiality and social changei. Thei stuidy of 

mascuilinity and malei social construictions has gaineid significant atteintion reiceintly as 

scholars, psychologists, and sociologists aim to uindeirstand how theisei construicts 

shapei mein's eixpeirieinceis, beihaviors, and ideintitieis. 

Thei reiseiarcheir fouind seiveiral preiviouis stuidieis that uiseid somei issuieis. Omar 

(2011) inveistigateid mascuilinity, eintitleid "Mascuilinity and thei Acceiptancei of 
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Violeincei: a stuidy of social construictions." This stuidy aimeid to eimpirically meiasuire i 

mascuilinity and its reilationship to thei peirceiption of violeincei. Moreioveir, Swain 

(2001) also inveistigateid mascuilinity with thei eintitleid "An eithnographic stuidy into thei 

construictions of mascuilinity of 10-11 yeiars old boys in threiei juinior schools". This 

stuidy inveistigateid thei mascuilinity construiction of 10-11 yeiars old boys at school. In 

anotheir reiseiarch, Masduiqi (2021) inveistigateid "Taiwaneisei Ameirican discrimination 

in Charleis Yui's noveil Inteirior Chinatown." This stuidy focuiseid on Taiwaneisei 

Ameirican discrimination in thei Inteirior Chinatown noveil by Charleis Yui. Thei reisuilts 

of this stuidy arei thei forms of discrimination against Taiwaneisei Ameiricans in thei 

noveil Inteirior Chinatown consist of two typeis, nameily direict discrimination and 

indireict discrimination. Thei cauiseis of Taiwaneisei Ameirican discrimination in thei 

noveil Inteirior Chinatown consist of two factors, theiy arei steireiotypeis and preijuidicei. 

All of thei reiseiarch abovei shows that thei topic of mascuilinity or malei social 

construictions is veiry inteireisting beicauisei it shows thei compleix and eiveir-eivolving 

natuirei of geindeir roleis and socieital eixpeictations placeid on mein. Thei stuidy of 

mascuilinity and malei social construictions has gaineid significant atteintion reiceintly as 

scholars, psychologists, and sociologists aim to uindeirstand how theisei construicts 

shapei mein's eixpeirieinceis, beihaviors, and ideintitieis. Howeiveir, theirei is still not ye it 

reiseiarch on thei noveil Inteirior Chinatown by Charleis Yui uising Buirr‟s theiory. 

Theireiforei, thei reiseiarcheir is inteireisteid in inveistigating "Malei Social Constru ictions in 

thei Noveil Inteirior Chinatown by Charleis Yui". 
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1.2 Problems of the Study 

 

Thei probleims of thei stuidy arei formuilateid in thei following quieistions: 

 

1. What arei thei Asian Guiy social construictions portraye id in thei characteir Willis 

Wui in thei noveil Inteirior Chinatown? 

2. How do social construictions impact Willis Wui's peirsonality or characteir in 

thei noveil Inteirior Chinatown? 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

 

Baseid on thei probleim of thei stuidy, thei objeictiveis of thei stuidy arei: 

 

1. To find ouit and analyzei thei Asian Gu iy Social Construictions portrayeid in 

characteir Willis Wui in thei noveil Inteirior Chinatown. 

2. To analyzei how thei social construictions impact Willis Wui's peirsonality of the i 

characteir in thei noveil Inteirior Chinatown. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

 

1. Theioreitically, this reiseiarch will bei heilpfuil to contribuitei in einriching liteirary 

reiseiarch, eispeicially in thei fieild of malei social construictions that arei mostly 

fouind thei liteirary work. 

2. Practically, this reiseiarch will bei heilpfuil for thei reiadeirs of thei noveil Inteirior 

Chinatown by Charleis Yui as a souircei of knowleidgei. This reiseiarch is also 

beineificial for finding thei form of Asian Guiy Social Construictions. More i 

importantly, thei reiseiarcheir wants to conveiy thei issuieis of social Construiction 

of Asian guiy, Asian Ameirica Familieis and immigration. 
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1.5 Limitation of the Study 

 

Baseid on thei noveil Inteirior Chinatown in this reiseiarch, thei reiseiarcheir 

focuiseis on malei social construictions portraye id in thei characteir Willis Wui in 

thei noveil Inteirior Chinatown by Charleis Yui baseid on Buirr‟s theiory (2018). 

 


