CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presented the background, problems; objectives, sigmficance, and

lumitation of the study
1.1 Background

Words are occastonally referred to as lemcal iterns or lexemes The meaning of aword
couldbe defined not only by isindividual features but also by its connections to other words,
The term for this method 15 known as lexical relation(Yule, 2022), Lexical relations offer a
valuable approach to grasping the genuine meanings of words and theiwr mnterconnections
within English texts like song lyrics This research would siplore the empirical of lexical
relations within linguistics. Lemcal relafons pestan tothe field of semantics, which 15 a
branch of linguistics. These relations invelve the meanings of words as defined in
dictionanes According to (Siregar et al, 2021) The lexical relation 15 determuned by the
connection between words and by the exploration of haow wacabulary 15 preserved atd bow
the meamngs of lexmcal elements are interconnected within the lemcal relationship: Each
word possesses sighificance and cotrelates with other words For szampls, the word “sad” 12
described as a state of unhappiness or sorrow, The word “sad” haz a relation with & word like
“unhappy”, “gloomy”, “downcast”, "melancholy” The relationship 1dentified here 18 termed
a synonym This serves as an example of a lexical connection, providing insight into how
one word relates tooanother term. Lexical relation 12 the parts of the setnantics that focusses
on finding the meaning words or sertences, The meaning of a word 15 shaped not only by its
indiwidual characteristics but alse by its connections to other words, These connections,
kngwn as lesical relations, are a key method tn the semantic analysis of language (Yule,

2022). Furthermore, there are eight types of lescal relations.

Different types -of lexical relations are categorized, and the ones utilized i this
investigation adhere to (Saeed, 2016) such as synonymy, antonymy, polysemy, homonymy,
hyponymy, meronymy, member collection and portion mass. & synonymy refers to words

that share comparable mearungs or interpretations An antenymy deniotes words that have



contrasting meanings or interpretations, A polyseiy refers to the phenomenon where a word
has multiple meanings, and these meanngs could be discerned based on itz context within a
sentence A homonymy refers to words that sound alike but have different meamings &
hyponymy 15 a word that represents a more specific category within the meaning of a more
general word, A meronyiny 15 a wordthat signifies a specific part of another word Member
collection 15 refernng to the connection between a singular term dédoting an individual entity
atid the corresponding plural term representing a group-or assembly of those wndividual
entities. Portion mass describes the associatton between a mass noun and its standard unit of

measurement or subdivi sten

A song lyric is a collection of wards or phrases setto music it a particular key Song
lyrics are hughly suttable for this research purpose begause they contain meaningful confent.
Ag aresult, this research integrates lexical relations theory with the lytical content of Billie
Eilish’s songs, offering insights into the semantic patterns within her muaic. Billie Eqlish first
gained recognition 1n 2015 for the song “Orean Eyes” and becams, it 2020, ths youngest
persotl ever to win a Grammy for album of the year, for When We All Fall Asleep, Whete Do
“We 367 Her other workes wclude Happier Than Ever (20210 and the award-wnnning song
“What Was I Made For?", which was recorded for the Barbie (2023 soundtrack Happer
than ever album draws mspiration from hip-hop artists such as Childish Gambine and Tyler,
the Creator Her debut album, When We A1l Fall Asleep, Where Tro We God Wasreleased an
march 2%, 2012 and reached number one onthe Billboard 200 chart, And 1t laterwas awarded
the Grammy for record of the yvear The decumentary Billie Eilish: The World’s a Little
Elurty appeared tn 2021 Later that vear Eilish released her second studio album, Happier
Than Ewer, which was noted for its confessional sengs. a number of which deal with

downside of her celebrity

Thiz research ams to fill a gap 10 the existing literature by applying the theory of
lexical relations specifically to the lyrics of contemporary music, "Lexical semantics has been
breadly inwestigated in modern tune verses, appearing complex relations in meaning

structures” (Smuth & Johnson, 20150 While previons studies have explored lexical relations



i various forms of literature, few have Focused on modern song lyrics, particularly within
the pop and alternative music genres. By examining Billie Eilish's "Happier Than Ever"
album, this study offers new insights into how contemporary artists utihize lezical relations

te convey complex emotions and themes.

The novelty of this research lies in1ts vnigque focus on a popular and influential artist
whose |lyrical content resonates wath a wnde audience By analyzing the specific: lexical
relatiens in Eilish's lyrics, this study not only contributes to the field of semantics but also
enhances our understanding of Iyrical composion and itz wnpact on listeners. This
interdisciplinary approach, combining linguistic theory with contemporary music analysis,

provides a fresh perspective and broadens the scope of ssmantic research,

Therefore, this research aim® to prowide valuable inasghts for hinguistice scholars,
particularly regarding the presence and significancesof lexical rel ations 1n song lyrics Such
relations enhance the artistic quality of writing and contribute to itz aesthetic appeal
Therefore, this study focuses on analyzing the lemcal relations found in the lynies of Billie

Eilish™s "Happier Than Ever" album, following Saced s theory of lexical relations

Based on the explanation abowe the researcher 15 interested 1 analyming the lexcal
relations found in Billie Eilish song lyrics Happier Than Ever Album Thisresearch revolves

arcund eight types of relationships, as categonzed by Saeed s theory of lemeal relations.
1.2 Preoblem s of the Study

Ag outhned above, thig research has identified seweral 1ssues that need to be

addrezsed, whichare hsied below,

1 TWhattypes of lemical relations could be tdentified m the selected song lyrics by Billis
Eilish?

2 How are leszical relattons used in the selected song lynice by Billie Eilish?

3 Which type of lexecal relation 12 the most dominant 1n the selected song lyrics by
Billie Eilish?



1.3 Ohjectives of the Study

Ag outlined i the problem formulation abowe, this research has established specific

actions with the am of reselving the identified issues. These actions are listed below;

1 To identify the types of lesical relations found in Billie Eilish selected song lyrics,

To 1dentify the use of lemcal relations found in Billie Eilish selected song lyrics,

[ %] [‘\\_'l

T identify the miost dematiant type of lezical relations found 1 Billie Ealizh selected

song lyrics
1.4 Significance of the Study

This research aim to determine the importance of examihing lexical relations within

semantics Ttis divided into twe matn-aspects of signiﬂcanl:ie_, as listed below:

Theoretically, readers would gan insights into ltiguistic concepts toncerning
semantics and lexical relattons. Additionally, this researchcould serveas areterence for those

undertaking similar studies in the future

Practically, readers wounld develop the ability to recognize issues related to semantics
atid lexical relations. Moreover, this research provides tnspiration for condugting analyses,
particularly when employing song lynics as the subject of study Furthermore, this study
elucidates how understanding lexical relations could enhance readers' English proficiency
For mstance, by grasping synonyms, wndimiduals could identify new words simply by

recognizing their simular meanings

1.5 Limitation of the Study

The scope of this research 1z limited by its focus on analyzing seng lyrics Cne
lLitnitation 15 that the analysiz 12 restricted to sight types of lesical relations, as categonzed by
(Saced, 2016) such as synonymy, antonymy, pelysemy, homonymy, hyponymy, merenymy,
member collection, and portton mass The Focus object on this research 13 song lyrics taken

from Billie Eilish Happier Than Ever album in total 16 songs



