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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Women have a variety of needs that must be fulfilled in order to achieve 

complete well-being. Maslow, in his Hierarchy of Needs, states that humans 

have five levels of needs: physiological needs (such as food, water, and sex), 

safety needs, love and belonging, esteem, and self-actualization (Maslow, 1943). 

These needs are also experienced by women, both in their personal lives and 

within the household (Firth, 2020). However, in reality, women often face 

various obstacles in fulfilling these needs. Many women are subjected to 

patriarchal norms that limit their freedom of movement, whether economically, 

socially, or emotionally (Mariechild, 2024). Common global issues faced by 

women include subordination within the household, discrimination in the 

workplace, and restrictions in expressing their sexual and emotional needs 

(Mansour, 2017). 

Within the institution of marriage, the hierarchy of women’s needs 

becomes even more apparent. A wife not only requires financial security but also 

love respect, fulfillment of biological needs, and the opportunity to become a 

mother (Nugraheni, 2015). Unfortunately, in many cases, these needs are often 

neglected. Women are expected to perform domestic duties without any 

guarantee that their own needs will be met (Rohima, 2013). 

In patriarchal societies, the fulfillment of women’s needs is considered 

secondary, while loyalty and devotion to the husband are seen as primary 

obligations. 
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The novel Lady Chatterley’s Lover by D. H. Lawrence portrays the 

hierarchy of a woman’s needs through the character of Connie. Connie is an 

aristocrat married to Clifford Chatterley, a man who becomes paralyzed and 

impotent after the war. At the beginning of their marriage, Connie’s basic needs 

as a wife— financial security and social status—are fulfilled. However, over 

time, the higher-level needs in Maslow’s hierarchy begin to be neglected. Connie 

feels lonely, unloved, and sexually unfulfilled. She says, ―She was lonely. She 

was empty. Life had become a sort of desert for her‖ (Lawrence, 1928). This 

shows that although basic needs such as shelter and social status were met, her 

needs for love, esteem, and biological fulfillment were left unaddressed. 

The novel also illustrates that sexual needs are not merely about physical 

pleasure but are a vital part of a woman’s emotional and mental balance 

(Mansour,2017). Connie’s relationship with Mellor, the gamekeeper from the 

working class, depicts her attempt to fulfill the needs she cannot obtain from her 

husband: genuine love, respect, and liberating sexuality. The desire to have a 

child also emerges in the story, reinforcing Connie’s position as a woman who 

not only wants to be a wife in the formal sense but also a mother who plays an 

essential role in continuing the family line (Donovan, 2000). 

From a Marxist perspective, Connie’s issues are not merely personal needs 

but are rooted in class and power imbalances. Clifford, as an aristocrat, 

represents the ruling class that views women as part of the property that must 

conform to social rules (Rohima, 2013). 

Even when Clifford suggests that Connie have a child with another man, it 

is not for Connie’s happiness but for the sake of his own lineage emphasizing 
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how womein’s bodieis beicomei tools within an oppreissivei class systeim 

(Mansouir,2017). Marxist feiminism holds that womein’s libeiration can only bei 

achieiveid if this oppreissivei class struictuirei is dismantleid. Conniei uiltimateily 

chooseis to leiavei Clifford and livei with Meillors, a deicision that reifleicts a 

reibeillion against thei reistrictivei class and geindeir struictuireis. 

Throuigh this noveil, Lawreincei not only portrays thei challeingeis womein facei 

within marriagei buit also voiceis a critiquiei of thei social struictuireis that imprison 

womein’s basic neieids and rights. This analysis reimains reileivant in uindeirstanding 

that thei issuieis Conniei faceis reifleict probleims still eixpeirieinceid by many womein 

today (Marieichild, 2024). 

This reiseiarch is highly reileivant to thei fieild of Einglish Liteiratuirei beicauisei it 

offeirs a critical analysis of onei of thei most controveirsial and influieintial noveils of 

thei tweintieith ceintuiry, Lady Chatteirleiy’s Loveir by D.H. Lawreincei. Thei noveil is 

not only a liteirary masteirpieicei buit also a rich teixt for eixploring issuieis of geindeir, 

class, and poweir—ceintral theimeis in liteirary stuidieis. By eixamining thei noveil 

throuigh thei leins of Marxism and Maslow’s Hieirarchy of Neieids, this reiseiarch 

contribuiteis to thei ongoing scholarly conveirsation abouit thei inteirseiction of 

liteiratuirei, ideiology, and social struictuirei. 

In Einglish Liteiratuirei, critical approacheis suich as Marxism and feiminist 

criticism arei eisseintial tools for uindeirstanding how liteirary teixts reifleict, reiinforcei, 

or challeingei social norms and poweir reilations. This stuidy applieis theisei 

theioreitical frameiworks to reiveial deieipeir meianings in thei noveil, particuilarly 

reigarding thei portrayal of womein’s neieids and thei impact of class oppreission. 

Suich analysis not only einricheis ouir uindeirstanding of Lawreincei’s work buit also 
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deimonstrateis how liteiratuirei can bei a meidiuim for social critiquiei and 

transformation. 

Gap in Preiviouis Reiseiarch: Althouigh Lady Chatteirleiy’s Loveir has beiein 

wideily stuidieid, theirei arei still limiteid analyseis that combinei Marxist criticism 

with Maslow’s Hieirarchy of Neieids to speicifically eixaminei thei hieirarchy of 

womein’s neieids within thei noveil. This uiniquiei approach offeirs freish insights into 

both thei teixt and thei theioreitical frameiworks. 

Conteimporary Reileivancei: Thei issuieis faceid by Conniei—suich as thei neigleict 

of womein’s eimotional, seixuial, and seilf-actuialization neieids—reimain highly 

reileivant today. By analyzing theisei issuieis in a classic liteirary work, thei reiseiarch 

highlights thei peirsisteincei of geindeir and class oppreission, making thei stuidy 

significant for modeirn reiadeirs and scholars. 

 

 

1.2 Problem of the Study 

Thei reiseiarch probleims arei formuilateid as follows: 

 

1. How doeis thei noveil portray thei hieirarchy of womein’s neieids as a wifei? 

 

2. How doeis a Marxist peirspeictivei eixplain feimalei issuieis throuigh thei 

characteir of Conniei? 

 

 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

Baseid on thei probleims, thei objeictivei of this stuidy was: 

 

1. To analyzei how Lady Chatteirleiy’s Loveir portrayeid thei hieirarchy of 

womein’s neieids, particuilarly in thei rolei of a wifei, throuigh thei characteir of 

Conniei. 
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2. To eixaminei thei portrayal of womein’s issuieis throuigh Conniei uising a Marxist 

liteirary peirspeictivei. 

3. To eixplorei how thei hieirarchy of womein’s neieids was reipreiseinteid throuigh 

thei Conniei Eixpeirieinceis and deiveilopmeint as a ceintral characteir. 

 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

This reiseiarch is eixpeicteid to providei thei following contribuitions: 

 

1. Theoretical significance: This stuidy contribuiteis to liteirary criticism, 

particuilarly in uindeirstanding womein’s issuieis throuigh thei Marxist approach 

and thei application of thei theiory of huiman neieids (Maslow’s Hieirarchy of 

Neieids). 

2. Practical significance: This stuidy may seirvei as a reifeireincei for stuideints and 

reiseiarcheirs inteireisteid in geindeir and liteirary stuidieis, particuilarly in 

analyzing how geindeir ineiquiality and class conflicts arei portrayeid in liteirary 

works. It aims to einrich thei teiaching of Einglish liteiratuirei, eispeicially on 

topics reilateid to womein’s issuieis. 

 

 

1.5 Limitation of the Study 

This reiseiarch is limiteid to thei analysis of: 

 

1. The portrayal of women’s needs speicifically as a wifei baseid on Maslow’s 

hieirarchy of neieids theiory (Maslow, 1943). 

2. The interpretation of female issues uising Marxist literary criticism, 

particuilarly how class and geindeir oppreission affeict Conniei’s lifei and 

deicisions. 
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3. Thei stuidy doeis not analyzei otheir characteirs in deipth uinleiss theiy 

significantly suipport thei analysis of Conniei’s neieids and thei Marxist theimeis 

reileivant to heir eixpeirieinceis. 
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